The drive for quality care in US nursing homes in the era of the prospective payment system.
The quality of nursing home care has often given rise to concern from many interested stakeholders. In the US, this has led to the implementation of a major legislative framework in the form of the Nursing Home Reform Act, which sought to improve the quality of care through regulation and inspections. Research has shown that certain elements of care have improved but much remains to be done. Additional pressure is now being placed on the nursing home sector through the introduction of a prospective payment system (PPS), which sets limits on reimbursement for services for Medicare-covered stays. It has been proposed that this new system of payment may lead to difficulties in accessing nursing home care for patients who are deemed to be costly, and initial assessments suggest that patients are now carefully screened before being admitted to nursing homes. This may have major implications for patients who require multiple and expensive drug therapy and other interventions. Although the Nursing Home Reform Act seeks to drive forward the quality agenda in nursing home care, research is urgently required to evaluate the impact of the PPS which may force this healthcare sector to emphasise reducing costs at the expense of residents' needs.